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Cambridge Municipal Court 
150 Highland Ave., Suite 1 

Phone 740-439-5585                        Cambridge, Ohio 43725- 2505  Fax 740-439-5666 

_______________________ 

 

Stephanie L. Williams 
Judge 

 
March 18, 2026 

 

Honorable Tom Orr, Mayor of Cambridge 

Cambridge City Council 

Guernsey County Commissioners  

 

Re: Cambridge Municipal Court 2025 Annual Report 

 
Pursuant to the provisions of Ohio Revised Code Section 1901.14, the Annual Report for the 
Cambridge Municipal Court for the year 2025 is submitted for your review and consideration. 

Throughout the year, the staff of the Cambridge Municipal Court worked diligently to serve the court 
and the community with the highest degree of professionalism.  Staff members are often called upon 
to interact with individuals who are in incredibly difficult situations or who may just be having an 
incredibly difficult day.  The staff of the Court consistently demonstrates an exceptional level of 
compassion, competence and patience. 

Court was in session on 244 days in 2025.  Hearings are typically scheduled each day of the week with 
Wednesday being our busiest due to traffic arraignments that are scheduled each Wednesday 
morning.  It is extremely rare for there to be a single day of the week on which there is nothing 
scheduled on the docket.   I welcome all of you to stop at any time to observe the workings of the 
Court.   

The Court saw a dramatic increase in workload during 2025 which resulted in the following: 

1. Criminal/Traffic cases increased to 5154 in 2025, up from 4385 in 2024. 
2. Civil/Small Claim cases increased to 1090 in 2025, up from 954 in 2024. 
3. Total revenue collected by the Court increased to $2,292,365.24, up from $2,081,864.69 in 

2024. 
4. Total cases supervised by the probation department increased to 1045, up from 1001 in 2024. 
5. Restitution payments to victims increased to $45,532.97, up from $25,599.43 in 2024. 

 
The overall number of cases heard by the Court rose from 5406 in 2024 to 6333 in 2025, an increase 
of more than 15%.  The case numbers are the highest the Court has seen since 2020 when 6872 cases 
were filed with the Court.  It is fair to say that the Cambridge Municipal Court is a busy place. 
 

As a result of these increases and a recent retirement, several new employees were introduced to the 
Court in 2025 including an additional probation/pre-trial bond officer, a criminal clerk and a civil 
clerk.  Despite the significant increase in cases, the Court continues to operate as a single judge court, 
with no magistrate.  As a result of the staff’s diligence and hard work, during 2025 we accomplished 
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a monthly on-time rate of 99.9% pursuant to the time frames for completion of cases recommended 
by the Ohio Supreme Court.   

During the year I utilized 19 of the 30 vacation days municipal court judges are authorized by statute 
to take.  I was required to recuse myself from 12 of the Court’s 6333 cases due to various conflicts.  In 
those conflict situations, a visiting judge was appointed by the Ohio Supreme Court.  An acting or 
visiting judge was appointed and was present at the court for 28 days throughout the year, to hear 
those cases in which there was a conflict as well as to preside over the Court during my absence due 
to vacation and required continuing legal education.  

At the end of 2025, Teresa Baker, retired after serving the Court since 1999.   I selected Katherine 
Howell to replace her.  Katie has many years of experience with the Court, most recently serving as 
court administration beginning in January 2024.  Katie will now assume the dual role of Clerk/Court 
Administration.  I have full trust that Katie will fulfill all of the duties of each position with the same 
level of professionalism and dedication that she has demonstrated throughout her years of service 
with the Court. 

In addition, Shauna Hearing was promoted to serve as chief deputy clerk/criminal.  Shauna has been 
with the Court for seven years and has developed a broad knowledge related to criminal and traffic 
proceedings   

In regard to technology, change remains the only constant.  The Court implemented E-Filing for our 
civil department in compliance with Supreme Court rules in April 2025.  All pleadings in civil matters 
can now be made electronically, online.  Electronic filings are permitted in criminal cases via email.  
The Court and many of the local law enforcement agencies continue to utilize E-tickets and the Court 
will soon begin working towards a more streamlined process to permit E-filing in criminal cases to 
replace the more outdated email process.  We also utilized special project funds to upgrade aging 
computers and to replace the Court’s servers.  The Court relies on technology for nearly all operations, 
from processing traffic tickets to collecting fines and costs, as well as maintaining online records for 
public access. The protection of those files and records is of utmost importance. The replacements 
were necessary to ensure the Court technology infrastructure remains current and ever improving.   

During 2025 significant improvements were also made to the jail courtroom from which hearings are 
conducted when offenders are incarcerated in the Guernsey County Jail.  Thanks to the hard work of 
Lt. Kevin Stoney and former county IT coordinator, Kenny Mathews, the room was upgraded to reduce 
background noise and to improve sound quality, making remote hearings more efficient.   

As with all the departments of the Court, the probation department continues to experience increased 
case numbers.  Currently, the probation staff supervises 650 individuals.  With only five officers, that 
represents an average of 130 probationers supervised by each officer.  Despite those numbers, the 
probation staff works diligently to hold offenders accountable while also addressing the many issues 
they face, including both illegal drug use and mental health challenges.  The Court also continues to 
spearhead periodic meetings with all affected community partners to take a proactive approach to 
mental health needs and services. 

In addition to probation supervision, the Court continues to utilize electronic monitoring options, 
when appropriate, to help manage jail overcrowding. During 2025, 122 individuals were subject to 
electronic monitoring.  This allowed these offenders to be monitored within the community, in lieu of 
being held in the county jail.  In these cases, the location of offenders is restricted and monitored to 
ensure the protection of the victim and the public, while reducing the population of the jail which is 
routinely over capacity.   
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2025 was a busy and successful year at the Cambridge Municipal Court.  2026 has begun the same.  
These are some projects already underway: 

1. While the Clerk staff has continued diligent efforts to collect fines and costs assessed, we have 
found that the results of our current means of collection, through Capital Recovery Services, 
Inc. to be disappointing.  Therefore, we decided to end our contract with that collection firm 
and refer all unpaid balances to the Ohio Attorney General’s Office for collection.  This change 
will hopefully increase collections given the additional tools available to the Attorney 
General’s office, most specifically, garnishment of income tax returns.   
 

2. Construction started recently in the probation department offices to create new office space 
for additional officers and to provide on-site treatment options for offenders. 

 
3. A new keyless entry system was installed at the Court to replace the aging and outdated 

system that had been in place since initial construction.   The new system helps ensure the 
safety of all those working at or visiting the Court each day.    
 

It remains my privilege and honor to serve as the judge of the Cambridge Municipal Court. I look 
forward to serving the Court and the community each day. 

Should you have any questions about this report, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 
 

Stephanie L. Williams, Judge 

Cambridge Municipal Court.  
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AUTHORITY & JURISDICTION 

 

The Cambridge Municipal Court was established in 1952 as authorized by 
Ohio Revised Code Section 1901.01. 
 
 
 
The Cambridge Municipal Court has territorial jurisdiction within Guernsey 
County, Ohio, including, but not limited to: 
 

City of Cambridge Village of Byesville 

Village of Pleasant City Village of Quaker City 

Village of Senecaville Salt Fork State Park 

Seneca Lake  

 
 
 
The Ohio Legislature establishes the territorial jurisdiction, as well as the 
subject matter of the Court.  Additionally, the court is governed by the 
administrative rules of various state agencies, as well as the Supreme Court of 
Ohio.  Generally, municipal courts in Ohio have the following jurisdictions: 
 

 Felony cases (initial appearance/preliminary hearing) 
 

 Misdemeanor cases (through final determination) 
 

 Civil actions up to $15,000.00, including evictions 
 

 All misdemeanor traffic violations  
 

 Selected administrative appeals  
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2025 Cambridge Municipal Court Employee 
Roster 

 
Name Title Years of Service 

 
Stephanie L. Williams 

 

Judge 2 years 

Katherine Howell Court Administrator  17 years 

 

Kate Knellinger Assignment Commissioner 

 

2 years 

Melinda Challender Deputy Assignment 

Commissioner/Court Reporter 

2 years 

Teresa Baker Clerk of Court 27 years 
 

Leslie McCauley Chief Deputy Clerk 

 

36 years 

Cindy Thompson Deputy Clerk 24 years 

 

Susan Reed Deputy Clerk 19 years 

 

Shauna Pethtel Deputy Clerk 9 years 

 

Abbey Seckman 

 

Deputy Clerk 2 years 

William Seth Cowgill Chief Probation Officer 9 years 

 

Robert Cody Corbett 

 

Deputy Chief Probation Officer 6 years 

Deanne McInerney 

 

Pretrial/Bond Officer 7 years 

Gerry Skip Wetherell 

 

Community Service Coordinator 25 years 

Marisa Streiff 

 

Probation Officer 3 years 

Dominique Banister Chief of Security/Chief Bailiff  2 years 

 

William LePage 

 

Accounting/Finance Manager 2 years 

Tiffany Darr Court Services Officer < 1 year 
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Laiken Ward Deputy Clerk  < 1 year 

 

Lydia Dudley Deputy Clerk < 1 year 

 

Chad Elliott Probation Officer < 1 year 

 

Christyn Everly 

 

Deputy Clerk  < 1 year 
Resigned 06-09-25 
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Cambridge Municipal Court   

Clerk of Court/Court Administrator Report 
 

The Cambridge Municipal Court serves as an important point of access to the justice system 
for residents throughout Guernsey County. In my role as Clerk of Court and Court 
Administrator, I have the privilege of working alongside dedicated professionals who 
ensure that the Court’s operations run efficiently while maintaining accurate records, 
financial accountability, and responsive service to the public. 
 
The Clerk’s Office functions as the official recordkeeping division of the Court. All case 
filings received from law enforcement agencies, attorneys, and members of the public are 
processed and entered into the Court’s case management system by the Clerk’s staff. The 
office is also responsible for maintaining the official record of each case, coordinating 
arraignments, processing court orders, and ensuring that case information remains 
accessible to the Court, attorneys, and the public. 
 
Financial operations are also managed through the Clerk’s Office. Staff collect fines, costs, 
and fees ordered by the Court and ensure those funds are properly distributed to the many 
local and state agencies that receive statutory disbursements. In addition, the Civil Division 
processes garnishments and other court-ordered financial matters for litigants. 
 
Beyond the responsibilities of the Clerk’s Office, the Court continues to focus on improving 
operational efficiency and service delivery. During 2025, the Court expanded the use of 
technology to assist law enforcement agencies, attorneys, and the public. Electronic citation 
systems are now utilized by several agencies within the Court’s jurisdiction, and the Court 
continues to utilize electronic warrants, electronic search warrants, and virtual hearing 
options when appropriate. These tools help streamline processes while maintaining the 
integrity and security of court records. 
 
In order to support the continued workload of the Court, several new positions were added 
during 2025, including a Probation Officer, Court Services Officer, and Civil Clerk. These 
additions help strengthen the Court’s ability to meet the needs of the community while 
maintaining efficient operations across all departments. 
 
Although I was appointed Clerk of Court effective January 1, 2026, the statistics and 
accomplishments reflected in this report are a direct result of the leadership and work of 
Teresa Baker during her tenure as Clerk in 2025, along with the continued dedication of the 
Clerk’s Office staff. 
 
I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to the Deputy Clerks and court staff for their 
professionalism, adaptability, and commitment to public service. Their willingness to assist 
one another and take on new responsibilities during a period of transition reflects the 
strong teamwork that supports the daily operations of the Cambridge Municipal Court. 
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Respectfully Submitted,  

 
Katherine Howell, Clerk of Court/Court Administrator 
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Case Type 2022 2023 2024 2025

Small Claims 20 31 18 19

Civil Division 628 702 936 1071

Criminal Division 734 788 745 740

Traffic Division 4495 4081 3640 4414

Miscellaneous Filings 90 106 67 89

Total 5967 5708 5406 6333

Cambridge Municipal Court

Case Filings

Annual Comparison
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Agency 2022 2023 2024 2025

Adult Probation 0 1 0 0

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 0 0 1 0

Byesville Police Department 88 59 57 31

Cambridge Code Enforcement 0 0 0 0

Cambridge Income Tax 0 0 0 0

Cambridge Municipal Court 0 6 5 5

Cambridge Police Department 710 500 587 778

Department of Forestry 0 0 0 0

Division of Watercraft 0 0 0 0

Division of Wildlife (ODNR) 83 78 96 58

Guernsey Co. Dog Warden 26 21 35 37

Guernsey Co. Health Dept. 0 0 0 0

Guernsey County Sheriff 239 224 217 277

Miscellaneous Filings 84 106 67 89

Musk. Conservancy District 2 5 6 5

Ohio Dept. of Taxation 0 0 0 6

Ohio State Highway Patrol 3993 3889 3329 3939

Salt Fork State Park 76 31 35 12

State Fire Marshall 0 0 0 0

State of Ohio 0 0 0 0

State of Ohio Liquor 9 8 17 6

Total 5310 4928 4452 5243

Cambridge Municipal Court

Case Filings By Agency

Annual Comparison 
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Agency Criminal Traffic 

Adult Probation 0 0

Bureau of Criminal Investigation 0 0

Byesville Police Department 23 8

Cambridge Code Enforcement 0 0

Cambridge Income Tax 0 0

Cambridge Municipal Court 5 0

Cambridge Police Department 330 448

Department of Forestry 0 0

Division of Watercraft 0 0

Division of Wildlife (ODNR) 56 2

Guernsey Co. Dog Warden 37 0

Guernsey Co. Health Dept. 0 0

Guernsey County Sheriff 200 77

Miscellaneous Filings 89 0

Musk. Conservancy District 5 0

Ohio Dept. of Taxation 6 0

Ohio State Highway Patrol 72 3867

Salt Fork State Park 0 12

State Fire Marshall 0 0

State of Ohio 0 0

State of Ohio Liquor 6 0

Total 829 4414

Cambridge Municipal Court

Case Filings By Agency

2025
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 2022 2023 2024 2025

Arraignment/Initial Appearances 1613 1745 2022 2174

Disposed Cases (All Divisions) 7590 7680 7227 8110

Pending Cases (All Divisions) 416 388 568 610

Contested Cases 1001 1125 1299 1479

Days Court in Session 247 250 248 244
Domestic Violence, TPO/CPO 

Violations Cases Filed 154 101 76 91

OVI/Phys Control Cases Filed 127 113 167 126

Evictions Filed 94 57 80 80

Jury Trials Conducted 1 0 2 2
Preliminary Hearings 

Held/Waived/Dismissed 142 128 108 108

Search Warrants 79 82 60 78

Extraditions 7 11

Cambridge Municipal Court

Court Activity 

Annual Comparison 
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Department 2022 2023 2024 2025

Byesville Police Department 1 2 3 1

Cambridge Police Department 24 13 39 26

Guernsey County Sheriff 3 2 5 8

Ohio State Highway Patrol 97 96 119 90

Other Agencies 0 0 0 0

Salt Fork State Park 0 0 1 1

Total 125 113 167 126

Department 2022 2023 2024 2025

Byesville Police Department 7 3 7 3

Cambridge Police Department 77 52 34 44

Guernsey County Sheriff 65 45 33 43

Ohio State Highway Patrol 5 0 1 1

Other Agencies 0 1 1 0

Salt Fork State Park 0 0 0 0

Total 154 101 76 91

Annual Comparison 

Cambridge Municipal Court

OVI/Physical Control Cases by Agency

Annual Comparison 

Cambridge Municipal Court

DV/VTPO Cases by Agency
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Designated Funds 
Understanding Their Purpose & Applications  

 
 
SPECIAL PROJECTS FUND 
 
The purpose of this fund is to acquire and pay for special projects of the Court including, 
but not limited to, the acquisition of additional facilities or the rehabilitation of existing 
facilities, the development and implementation of innovative programs aimed to improve 
access to justice and enhancing court efficiency, technology upgrades, training and 
education for court staff, specialized court programs, and other related services.  The Court, 
by local rule, charges a Special Project fee on the filing of each criminal cause, civil action or 
proceeding.  
 
 

INDIGENT DRIVERS ALCOHOL TREATMENT FUND (I.D.A.T.) 
 
Pursuant to state law, when individuals are charged with or convicted of operating a vehicle 
under the influence of alcohol or drugs, or refusing a breath test, their driver’s license is 
suspended for a period of time.  Once the suspension is over, the offender must pay a 
reinstatement fee to the BMV in order to become valid to drive.  A portion of the 
reinstatement fee is directed to the I.D.A.T. Fund, administered by the Ohio Department of 
Alcohol and Addiction Services.   
 
By law, the Municipal Court is required to have an I.D.A.T. Fund.  These funds provide 
financial assistance to those who have been ordered into treatment programs such as 
rehabilitation, counseling and support services.   
 
 

CLERK COMPUTER FUND 
 
The Clerk Computer Fund is designed to specifically finance technological needs in the clerk 
of court’s office.  Funds are allocated to acquire, maintain and upgrade case management 
systems used for maintaining case records and managing the court’s docket.  This fund may 
also be used for the purchase of supplies, equipment, software applications tailored to 
electronic filing and/or to supplement salaries as needed.  
 

 
INDIGENT DRIVERS ALCOHOL MONITORING FUND 
 
Effective in September of 2008, Ohio law increased mandatory OVI fines and license 
reinstatement fees, each by $50.00.  Those fines and fees are deposited into this fund which 
the Court is required to establish.  These funds are designed to be used exclusively for the 
cost of immobilizing or disabling devices, including ignition interlock and electronic 
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monitoring devices as ordered by the Judge.  A surplus in this fund may be declared and 
funds may be transferred to the I.D.A.T. fund.  

 
 
COURT COMPUTER FUND 
 
The Court Computer Fund has been established to address the broader technological needs 
of the entire Court system.  It encompasses technological requirements including Judge’s 
chambers, courtrooms, administrative offices and other departments within the court 
structure.  This fund may be used to purchase supplies, equipment, software applications 
tailored to electronic filing and other broader technological needs across all departments.   
 
 

PROBATION SERVICES FUND 
 
A monthly probation supervision fee is assessed to all defendants admitted to a term of 
probation.  These fees are deposited in the Probation Services Fund.  This fund is used to 
provide necessary equipment and pay expenses for the Probation Department, including 
salaries.  This fund also supports the Community Service Program.   
 

 
EMHA GRANT FUND 
 
In 2016, the Cambridge Municipal Court was awarded a grant from the Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitation and Correction, Division of Parole and Community Services, Bureau of 
Community Sanctions.  The purpose of this grant is to help alleviate overcrowding in the 
Guernsey County Justice Center.  Funds from this grant are used to pay for the cost of 
electronically monitored house arrest, continuing education for probation officers and/or 
supplement salaries as needed.   

 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS IN LIEU OF COMMUNITY SERVICE FUND (CILOCS) 
 
In 2011, Ohio Revised Code Section 2929.27(B) was enacted as part of Substitute House 
Bill 5 which deals with sentencing in criminal and traffic cases.  It allows an offender who 
has been sentenced to a term of community service to request that the Court modify the 
sentence to authorize the offender to make a reasonable contribution in lieu of community 
service.  These funds, by statute, are required to be deposited in the General Fund of the 
Court’s funding authority, which are the City of Cambridge and Guernsey County, Ohio.  By 
ordinance, both funding agencies agreed that all monies collected would be returned to the 
Court for general operating expenses and to further enhance the community service 
program operated by the Court. 
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Year 2022 2023 2024 2025

Criminal

Local/County/State Fines 326,234.00 378,714.63 331,713.43 311,827.71

Costs Amount 521,142.55 498,720.82 435,596.31 487,940.40

Misc Fees 827,773.52 679,108.02 526,181.54 558,096.63

Interest 134.11 354.92 265.02 464.87

Overpayments 235.32 491.00 444.59 913.00

Total Criminal 1,675,519.50 1,557,389.39 1,294,200.89 1,359,242.61

Civil

Judgments 410,790.15 416,610.37 521,330.17 622,756.01

Costs 163,021.12 189,613.52 239,968.35 281,000.58

Misc Fees 20,609.25 19,987.40 26,262.07 29,246.23

Interest 31.03 86.94 103.21 119.81

Total Civil 594,451.55 626,298.23 787,663.80 933,122.63

Total Receipts $2,269,971.05 $2,183,687.62 $2,081,864.69 $2,292,365.24

[1] Criminal Misc Fees include (but not limited to) Capital Recovery fees, grant money, Probation Services fees

[2] Civil Misc Fees include Personal Service fees, subpoena fees

Cambridge Municipal Court

Statement of Receipts

For the Year Ended December 31, 2025
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Year 2022 2023 2024 2025

Civil

Local Costs (General Fund) 112,285.21 128,461.52 160,776.05 189,021.58

Interest (General Fund) 31.03 86.94 103.21 119.81

Special Projects Costs 38,880.00 43,860.00 57,360.00 64,980.00

Clerk Computer Costs 12,420.00 14,390.00 18,266.30 21,960.00

Court Computer Costs 3,726.00 4,317.00 5,481.00 6,588.00

Total Civil 167,342.24 191,115.46 241,986.56 282,669.39

Criminal/Traffic

Opioid Response Grant 61,319.21 146,938.99 0.00 0.00

Opioid Response Grant 2.0 (Bridge) 0.00 9,120.92 16,079.08 0.00

GORG Jail Pop. Reduction 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Remote Tech Grant 2020 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

G704 Tech Grant 200 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

G30K County Grant 90,000.00 90,000.00 90,000.00 100,000.00

Body Armor Grant 0.00 0.00 0.00 6,628.33

G058 OSU Probation Grant 120,824.03 0.00 0.00 0.00

G024 OSU Probation Grant 31,707.77 0.00 0.00 0.00

EMHA Quarterly Grant 80,000.00 43,416.00 58,208.00 74,114.00

Court Computer Fund 16,182.50 15,321.00 13,362.09 15,067.41

Drug Law Enforcement Fund 0.00 20.00 95.00 170.00

Probation Fund 120,315.99 98,210.91 84,235.66 70,480.05

Immobilization Fees 1,300.00 700.00 500.00 700.00

Special Projects 339,461.58 322,946.73 281,207.94 321,186.87

Special Projects - Indigent Offenders 17,009.97 5,144.64 4,794.49 5,611.95

City Ordinance Fines 23,221.00 16,415.00 9,857.15 9,708.56

Costs; City, State, County, Highway 144,651.50 138,447.66 121,029.43 116,823.25

Interest 134.11 354.92 265.02 464.87

40% Highway Fines, Forfeitures 93,369.99 113,251.69 101,323.53 98,466.64

40% Highway Fines to General Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Indigent Drivers Alcohol Fund 32,164.95 18,706.78 17,384.39 14,394.41

Law Enforcement & Education 545.00 275.00 320.00 260.00

DUI Offender Housing 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Clerk Computer Fund 48,593.08 42,226.66 35,974.31 41,422.32

General Fund Reimbursement 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Contributions in Lieu of Community Service 0.00 0.00 21,982.40 24,720.00

Total Criminal/Traffic 1,220,800.68 1,061,496.90 856,618.49 900,218.66

Total to City of Cambridge $1,388,142.92 $1,252,612.36 $1,098,605.05 $1,182,888.05

Cambridge Municipal Court

Statement of Disbursements

To the City of Cambridge

For the Year Ended December 31, 2025
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2022 2023 2024 2025

Criminal/Traffic

Costs Due 2,144.00 1,404.00 2,238.00 2,191.00

Indigency Application Fees 5,753.00 6,594.00 7,271.24 5,261.50

Overloads 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Law Enforcement & Education Fund 125.00 35.00 95.00 170.00

DUI Offender Housing Fund 7,146.00 6,845.04 5,249.00 4,065.00

Fines Due 66,087.73 84,944.78 68,011.04 59,970.63

Court Appt. Attorney Reimbursement 299.00 861.00 1,236.70 25.00

Various Drug Fines 666.00 0.00 250.00 0.00

Contributions in Lieu of Community Service 0.00 0.00 8,945.60 14,372.00

Total to Guernsey County $82,220.73 $100,683.82 $93,296.58 $86,055.13

Cambridge Municipal Court

Statement of Disbursements

To Guernsey County

For the Year Ended December 31, 2025
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2022 2023 2024 2025

Civil

Legal Aid Fees 16,319.16 18,572.40 24,347.07 27,697.23

Criminal

Highway Fines, Emg. Med. Fund, Forfeitures 116,537.88 141,484.06 126,612.21 123,016.88

Victims of Crimes 39,962.00 38,836.00 32,736.00 36,485.00

Fines, Seat Belts, Liq., Child Safety, SHSF 11,094.46 9,314.00 13,158.00 13,960.00

Law Enforcement & Education Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Indigent Defense Support Fund 123,304.46 119,241.75 100,811.40 109,289.74

Expungement Fees 520.00 180.00 460.00 820.00

Drug Enforcement & OSP 13,993.70 13,480.40 11,132.35 12,869.50

Statewide Treatment & Prevention Fund 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,415.00

Total Criminal 305,412.50 322,536.21 284,909.96 298,856.12

Total to State of Ohio $321,731.66 $341,108.61 $309,257.03 $326,553.35

Cambridge Municipal Court

Statement of Disbursements

To The State of Ohio

For the Year Ended December 31, 2025
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2022 2023 2024 2025

Criminal/Traffic

Warrant Block Ref. Fees to BMV 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Muskingum Watershed 150.00 230.00 290.00 20.00

Salt Fork Law. Enf. Ed. Fund 1,959.00 1,290.00 2,385.00 845.00

Guernsey County Law Library 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00

Guernsey County Humane Soc. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Senecaville Fines 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Byesville Fines 964.00 678.00 728.00 228.00

Sheriff Fees 9,016.05 9,262.00 9,247.77 11,735.80

Capital Recovery Fees 7,265.56 4,161.68 6,827.66 4,847.93

OH Dept. of Natural Resources 7,680.00 6,620.00 6,000.00 3,900.00

Misc. Disbursements 463.60 533.11 463.00 913.00

Restitution Payouts 29,443.98 39,456.59 25,599.43 45,532.97

Board of Pharmacy 1,502.00 1,315.10 1,107.00 660.00

Ohio Drug Fines OSP 2,431.00 2,555.98 1,978.00 1,310.00

Ohio Local Arrest DUI 2,210.40 2,570.00 750.00 120.00

Total to Misc. Agencies $67,085.59 $72,672.46 $59,375.86 $74,112.70

Cambridge Municipal Court

Statement of Disbursements

To Miscellaneous Agencies

For the Year Ended December 31, 2025
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2022 2023 2024 2025

Beginning Balance 14,222.60 17,580.52 16,967.08 29,662.91

Receipts

Judgment/Sundries 410,790.15 416,610.37 521,330.17 622,756.01

Costs 163,021.12 189,613.52 239,968.35 281,000.58

Misc. Fees 20,609.25 19,987.40 26,262.07 29,246.23

Interest 31.03 86.94 103.21 119.81

Total Receipts 594,451.55 626,298.23 787,663.80 933,122.63

Disbursements

City of Cambridge 167,342.24 191,115.46 241,986.56 282,669.39

State of Ohio (Legal Aid Fees) 16,319.16 18,572.40 24,347.07 27,697.23

Defense Attorney Fee 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Sheriff Fee (Other County) 22.00 8.00 54.00 51.00

Deposit Refunds 0.00 22.09 416.00 149.00

Judgments 407,410.23 417,193.72 508,164.34 616,074.42

Rental Escrow 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Witness Fee 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Other 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Total Disbursements 591,093.63 626,911.67 774,967.97 926,641.04

Ending Balance $17,580.52 $16,967.08 $29,662.91 $36,144.50

Cambridge Municipal Court

Summarized Statement of Civil Account

For the Year Ended December 31, 2025
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2022 2023 2024 2025

Beginning Balance 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Receipts

Local/County/State Fines 326,234.00 378,714.63 331,713.43 311,827.71

Costs Amount 521,142.55 498,720.82 435,596.31 487,940.40

Misc Fees 827,773.52 679,108.02 526,181.54 558,096.63

Interest 134.11 354.92 265.02 464.87

Overpayments 235.32 491.00 444.59 913.00

Total Receipts 1,675,519.50 1,557,389.39 1,294,200.89 1,359,242.61

Disbursements

City of Cambridge 1,220,800.68 1,061,496.90 856,618.49 900,218.66

Guernsey County 82,220.73 100,683.82 93,296.58 86,055.13

State of Ohio 305,412.50 322,536.21 284,909.96 298,856.12

Miscellaneous Agencies 67,085.59 72,672.46 59,375.86 74,112.70

Total Disbursements 1,675,519.50 1,557,389.39 1,294,200.89 1,359,242.61

Ending Balance 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

2022 2023 2024 2025

Beginning Balance 6,236.00 6,478.00 8,402.00 5,658.00

Bonds Received 73,398.96 73,209.00 92,241.00 253,265.90

Applied/Forfeited (38,556.96) (50,539.00) (44,573.70) (44,083.90)

Refunds/Transferred (34,600.00) (20,746.00) (50,411.30) (53,420.00)

Increase (Decrease) 242.00 1,924.00 (2,744.00) 155,762.00

Ending Balance $6,478.00 $8,402.00 $5,658.00 $161,420.00

For the Year Ended December 31, 2025

Cambridge Municipal Court

Summarized Statement of Criminal Account

For the Year Ended December 31, 2025

Cambridge Municipal Court

Summarized Statement of Bonds
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007 - Special Projects Fund (ORC 1901.26)

007 = $382,807.98

014 - Alcohol Treatment Fund
014 = $2,550.00 Counseling, Treatment, Analyzation (Cedar Ridge)          

015 - Clerk Computer Fund (ORC 1901.261)

Other Software Cell Phones

10,728.28 1,430.52

015 = $61,132.47

025 - Special Projects/Indigent Offenders

025 = $859.09

027 - Court Computer Fund (ORC 1901.261)

027 = $16,372.81

041 - EMHA Grant FY 2024/2025

041 = $41,319.80

043 - EMHA Grant FY 2026/2027

043 = $24,255.87

047 - Probation Services Fund (ORC 737.41)

Supplies

10,274.39

047 = $197,879.98

054 - Body Armor Grant 2025

054 = $6,628.33 Body Armor (Reimbursement to Probation Fund)          

Total = $733,806.33

Computers/Scanners/Printers

21,368.00 1,043.46

Drug Tests

10,350.00

Cell Phones

2,384.20

Transportation (SEAT)

1,008.00

130,701.80 20,750.13

IT Services

39,200.00

Salaries/PERS

IT/ Software LexisNexis (RELX) Internet Alarm/Security

3,939.31 3,784.00 6,584.50 1,465.00

25,280.13 16,039.67

LEADS

Memberships/TrainingAmmo/Equipment/Body Armor

Cambridge Municipal Court

Operating Expenses from Court Special Funds

For the Year Ended December 31, 2025

Salaries/PERS Electronic Monitoring (Track Group)

Intoxalock

495.44

Electronic Monitoring (Track Group)

363.65

Computers, Scanners, Printers, FTRHenschen

10,456.88

Computers, Scanners, Printers

20,000.00

Annual Bond Debt Repayment Server Upgrade & Software

238,300.00

4,320.00 19,935.87

Salaries/PERS Electronic Monitoring (Track Group)

Salaries/PERS Postage Leases

5,200.00 6,805.80 26,510.99

600.00

85,307.98
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Cambridge Municipal Court  
Probation and Pretrial Services Department 

 

 

Community Service  

Over the past year, the Community Service Program continued to operate at full capacity, 

often running six days a week. Community Service Coordinator Skip Wetherell remains 

highly dedicated, frequently working weekends to ensure the Cambridge Municipal Court 

building is clean, safe, and well-maintained. His commitment continues to be a key factor in 
the program’s success. 

Community service workers have made a meaningful impact throughout the City of 

Cambridge. In addition to assisting with park maintenance, city properties, and winter 

walkway clearing, participants completed much-needed interior painting projects at the 

court building, resulting in noticeable improvements to the facility. The program also 

continues to support local organizations such as Grace Pantry, the Senior Citizen Center, 

and other community partners. 

 

Courtroom Security 

The Court has continued to strengthen courtroom security operations. Dominique Banister 

serves as Chief of Security/Chief Bailiff and oversees all courtroom security functions. In 

this role, she is responsible for implementing and enforcing security protocols, 

coordinating emergency response procedures, and ensuring the safety of the Judge, court 

staff, and the public. 

In 2025, the Court added Court Services Officer Tiffany Darr, who serves as a bailiff in the 

courtroom and reports to the jail to act as bailiff for jail courtroom proceedings when a 

defendant is incarcerated. While the Probation Department continues to assist with 

courtroom security as needed, this additional staffing has improved coverage and allows 
probation officers to better focus on supervising probationers. 

 

Drug Testing  

The Cambridge Municipal Court Probation and Pretrial Services Department conducts an 

average of seven to ten urine drug screens each day, utilizing instant urine screening cups 

to provide immediate results. When a defendant disputes a result, or when a positive 

screen involves THC or another substance that may remain in a person’s system for an 

extended period, samples are submitted to a laboratory for quantitative testing to 
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determine actual drug levels. This lab testing continues to be an important tool that allows 
the department to operate efficiently and make informed supervision decisions. 

During 2025, the department experienced a significant decrease in positive urine drug 

screens compared to 2024, resulting in a higher number of negative test results and 

improved overall compliance. This trend reflects increased accountability and has 

contributed to more individuals successfully completing probation. The department also 

continues to conduct pre-employment drug screening for new hires across all City of 

Cambridge departments. 

 

Grants 

CCA 2.0 Grant 

The CCA 2.0 Grant continues to be a vital resource for the Probation Department, 

supporting the use of GPS tracking and house arrest monitoring as alternatives to 

incarceration. This program significantly reduces the number of inmates housed in the 

Guernsey County Jail by supervising approximately 15 to 30 defendants at any given time 

who would otherwise be incarcerated. By allowing for more intensive supervision, the 

program has contributed to high compliance with bond and probation conditions and lower 

recidivism rates. 

In 2025, the Court’s CCA 2.0 Grant was renewed for an additional two-year term. During the 

grant audit process, the department was found to be 100 percent compliant with all 

applicable standards, demonstrating a strong commitment to compliance, accountability, 

and continued program growth. Court Administrator Katherine Howell and Chief Probation 
Officer Seth Cowgill continue to serve as Program Directors. 

SEAT Grant 

The SEAT Grant continues to allow the Court to provide free transportation to probationers 

and defendants through Southeastern Ohio Transit. This service ensures individuals are 

able to report as required for probation appointments, urine drug screens, counseling 

services, and court appearances. By addressing transportation barriers, the grant has 

helped reduce failures to appear and the issuance of related warrants, while improving 
overall compliance with bond and probation conditions. 

Body Armor Grant  

In 2025, the Court received grant funding to purchase new body armor for court security 

personnel. This funding allowed the Court to replace outdated equipment and ensure that 

staff assigned to courtroom and facility security are properly equipped with modern, 

compliant protective gear. The addition of new body armor enhances officer safety and 

supports the Court’s ongoing commitment to maintaining a secure environment for judges, 
staff, and the public. 
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Pretrial Services 

The Pretrial Services Department plays a critical role in the supervision of defendants 

released prior to trial, ensuring compliance with bond conditions and court orders. Pretrial 

operations are overseen by Officer Dee McInerney, a retired trooper from the Ohio State 

Highway Patrol, whose extensive law enforcement background brings experience and 

consistency to the position. Her duties include supervising pretrial and bond cases, 

conducting drug testing, and managing electronic monitoring through EMHA and GPS 

technology. 

In 2025, the department added Probation Officer Chad Elliott to support pretrial services 

and assist with daily operations. This additional staffing has enhanced the department’s 

ability to manage caseloads effectively and maintain appropriate levels of supervision. The 

department also continues to work closely with the Guernsey County Common Pleas Court 

Adult Supervision Department to ensure continuity of supervision during case transfers. 

 

Probation and Pretrial Supervision  

Under the supervision and leadership of Chief Probation Officer Seth Cowgill, the 

Cambridge Municipal Court Probation and Pretrial Services Department continues to 

manage a demanding and diverse caseload. The department currently supervises 

approximately 650 probationers and defendants, not including individuals with active 

warrants. Deputy Chief Probation Officer Cody Corbett carries a substantial caseload while 

also assisting Chief Cowgill with administrative and supervisory responsibilities. 

In 2025, the department added Susan Reed as Probation Department Administrator. Ms. 

Reed previously served in the Clerk’s Office and transitioned to the Probation Department, 

where she has been instrumental in the day-to-day operations of the department. Her 

organizational skills and administrative support have strengthened internal processes and 

helped ensure the department operates efficiently. 

The department is also supported by Probation Officer Marisa Streiff, who specializes in 

supervising probationers requiring Medically Assisted Treatment. With academic 

backgrounds in sociology and psychology, Officer Streiff brings valuable insight and 

expertise in addressing the complex needs of individuals participating in treatment-based 
supervision. 

 

Probation Fees 

It is the responsibility of officers to ensure the collection of probation fees from 

probationers.  It is now standard practice for officers to routinely go over this topic with 

probationers to ensure compliance with paying fees.  In 2023, the department collected a 

total of $188,210.91.  In 2024, the department collected $174,235.66.  In 2025, the 

department collected a total of $170,480.05.  
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Violation January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Aggravated Trespassing - - - - - - - - - - - -                0

Aggravated Menacing 1           1             1         1       3       4       - 2          3               1           1               2               20

Animal Violation - 1             - 2       1       - 1       - 1               1           - 1               8

Assault 2           1             4         2       - 5       2       6          6               3           3               2               36

Bad Checks - - - - - - - - - - - -                0

Child Endanger - 2             1         - 2       - 2       2          1               2           - -                12

Concealed Weapon - - - - 1       1       - - - - - -                2

Criminal Damage/Trespassing 5           1             8         2       2       1       2       2          1               5           1               2               32

Criminal Mischief - - - 1       1       - - - - - 1               1               4

Hunting Violation - - - - - - - - - 1           - 1               2

Disorderly Conduct 2           - - 2       1       - 1       2          - 2           2               -                12

Domestic Violence 10         7             5         9       6       10     3       3          13             9           10             5               90

Drug Offense 5           - 1         5       2       2       2       3          2               2           3               1               28

DUS/FRA/NOL 6           7             6         7       7       6       8       4          11             7           6               6               81

Escape - - - - - - - - - - - -                0

Failure to Appear on Recog Bond - - - - - - - - - - - -                0

Failure to Comply 1           - - - - - - - 1               - - -                2

Gun Violation 1           - - - - - - - - 1           - 1               3

Hit Skip/Stop 2           - 1         1       1       - - - 1               1           1               2               10

Inducing Panic - - - - - - - - - - 1               -                1

Menacing 2           - - - 3       1       1       - 1               - - -                8

Menacing by Stalking - 2             1         1       - - - - - 2           1               -                7

Misc. Offenses 2           - 6         5       - 3       1       2          10             - 4               4               37

Obstructing 2           1             1         - 2       - - 4          - 2           1               -                13

OVI (18-20yrs) 1st - - - - - - - - - - - -                0

OVI (18-20yrs) 2nd - - - - - - - - - - - -                0

OVI 1st 5           4             11       10     8       1       6       6          5               6           9               6               77

OVI 2nd 1           - 2         5       2       1       - 4          - 4           1               2               22

OVI 3rd - - - - 3       - 1       - - - - -                4

Receiving Stolen Property - - - - - - - - 1               - - -                1

Reckless Operation - - - - - 1       - - - - - -                1

Resisting Arrest 2           1             1         1       - - 1       - 1               1           2               1               11

Tax Violation - - - - - - - - 1               - - -                1

Theft 11         12           11       18     8       7       9       9          7               5           - 5               102

Unauthorized use of Motor Vehicle 1           - 1         - 1       2       2       1          - 1           - -                9

Underage Consumption - - - - - - - - - - - -                0

Violation of Protection Order 3           - 7         3       1       1       2       2          3               3           2               -                27

Felonies 10         10           7         8       13     9       6       5          6               4           9               4               91

Total: 74         50           75       83     68     55     50     57        75             63         58             46             754

2025 Pretrial Services Intakes by Violation
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Violation January February March April May June July August September October November December Total

Aggravated Trespassing - - - - - - - - - - - - 0

Aggravated Menacing - - - 1       - - 2       2          - - - - 5

Animal Violation 3           - 1         - - - 1       1          - - 1               1               5

Assault 1           1             1         - 1       1       - 3          - 2           1               2               12

Bad Checks - - - - - - - - - - - - 0

Child Endanger - - - 1       1       - - 1          1               - 1               - 5

Concealed Weapon - - - - - - - - - - - - 0

Criminal Damage/Trespassing 2           1             1         1       2       - 2       - - 3           - 3               13

Criminal Mischief - - - 1       - - 1       1          - - - - 3

Hunting Violation - - - - 1       - 1       - 1               - - - 3

Disorderly Conduct 5           2             7         6       1       7       8       8          - 3           7               11             60

Domestic Violence 2           - - - - 3       2       1          1               1           - 3               11

Drug Offense - 3             - - - - 2       1          1               2           - 2               11

DUS/FRA/NOL 2           - 2         3       1       - 2       1          2               1           5               1               18

Escape - - - - - - - - - - - - 0

Failure to Appear on Recog Bond - - - - - - - - - - - - 0

Failure to Comply - - - - - - - - - - - - 0

Gun Violation - - - 1       - - 1       - 1               - - - 3

Hit Skip/Stop - - - 1       - - - - - - 1               1               3

Inducing Panic - - - - - - - - - - - - 0

Menacing - 1             - 1       - - 1       - - 1           - - 4

Menacing by Stalking - - - - - - 1       - - - - 2               3

Misc. Offenses 1           3             1         - 2       1       1       1          2               2           2               1               16

Obstructing 2           1             - 1       1       1       - - - 2           3               1               10

OVI (18-20yrs) 1st - 1             - - - - - - - - - - 1

OVI (18-20yrs) 2nd - - - - - - - - - - - - 0

OVI 1st 6           6             4         3       8       11     4       5          3               5           7               6               62

OVI 2nd 5           1             1         3       1       3       - 2          1               3           3               2               20

OVI 3rd - - - - - - 1       - - - 1               -                2

Receiving Stolen Property - - - - - - - - - - - - 0

Reckless Operation 1           - - - - - 1       1          - 1           1               5               9

Resisting Arrest 1           1             1         1       1       - - 1          - - 2               3               10

Tax Violation - - - - - - - - - - - - 0

Theft 6           6             3         2       5       5       4       3          4               4           3               - 39

Unauthorized use of Motor Vehicle - - - - - - - - - 1           1               1               3

Underage Consumption 1           1             1         - - - - - - - - - 2

Violation of Protection Order - - 2         2       1       1       1       2          - - 2               3               14

Total: 38         28           25       28     26     33     36     34        17             31         41             48             385

2025 Probation Intakes by Violation
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Service 2022 2023 2024 2025

New Pretrial Cases Filed 556 509 618 708

New Probation Cases Filed 401 464 383 337

Total Supervised Cases 957 973 1,001 1045

OVI Pretrial Supervised Cases 87 73 130 95

OVI Probation Supervised Cases 89 78 91 77

Community Service Hours 

Worked In Lieu of Jail 4102 4465 4,874 3,556

Communtiy Service Hours 

Worked for Fines and Costs 1015 2581.5 2,275 1,425

Communtiy Service Credit 

Given for Fines and Costs 10,150.00$    25,815.00$    $22,750.00 $14,250.00

Restutition Paid to Victims 29,443.98$    39,456.59$    $25,599.43 $45,532.97

GPS/EMHA total Intakes 170 144 115 122

Cambridge Municipal Court

Probation and Pretrial Services Department 

Supervised Court Orders
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Month Positive Negative 

January 8 119

February 3 88

March 4 131

April 11 105

May 7 133

June 4 111

July 11 106

August 5 126

September 5 121

October 2 132

November 3 95

December 5 94

Cambridge Municipal Court

Drug Testing
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Worksite Hours 

Byesville Cemetary 13

Cambridge Municipal Court 260

City of Cambridge 792

Feed My People 2872

Living Word Outdoor Drama 43

Mid Ohio Food Bank 405

Senior Center/Meals on Wheels 54

Guernsey County Dog Shelter 542

Total 4981

Cambridge Municipal Court

Community Service Hours by Worksite

13 260

792

2,872

43

405

54

542

Community Service Hours by Worksite 

Byesville Cemetary City of Cambridge Feed My People

Living Word Outdoor Drama Mid Ohio Food Bank Senior Center/Meals on Wheels

Guernsey County Dog Shelter


